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2025-2026 Local Governing Board of Exeter a learning community 

Welcome to the Governor section of the school website.  Our Governors are a key part of the strategic leadership of the school and play a vital role in 

helping to ensure our children get the best from their time in Exeter a learning community.   

 

The Local Governing Board of Exeter a learning community is a vibrant group of volunteers, who help set and dedicate themselves to the vision, values and 

strategic direction of the school.  They share responsibilities for monitoring and evaluating the performance of the school in delivering an excellent, broad 

and balanced education for all its children.   

 

If you wish to make contact with the Chair of Governors, Sarah Hand, please do so by sending a letter in a sealed envelope marked for their attention via 

the school office, or via emailing the Head of Governance, Stephanie Boak on: sboak@iftl.co.uk.  

 

Governing Body membership information  

     Current Declared Interests  

Name Date 

appointed to 

term 

Term of 

office 

How 

appointed* 

Number of 

meetings 

attended in 

2024-5 

Relevant business and 

pecuniary  

Other governing body 

membership(s) 

Personal  

Sarah Hand 

Chair 

01.01.24 4 years Trust 

appointed 

6 of 6 Employed by IFtL Bracken Leas Primary None 

Melanie 

Saunders 

01.09.18 Ex-officio Ex-officio 6 of 6 Employed by IFtL None None 

mailto:sboak@iftl.co.uk
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Executive 

Headteacher 

Jennifer 

Doherty 

Co- Head of 

School 

08.03.23 Ex-officio Ex-officio 6 of 6 Employed by IFtL None None 

Hannah 

Crawford 

Co-Head of 

School 

08.03.23 Ex-officio Ex-officio 6 of 6 Employed by IFtL None None 

Marilyn Farrell  13.10.2025 4 years Trust 

Appointed 

N/A None 

 

None 2 family members 

employed at the 

school 

Jezamin 

Lindsay 

01.09.2022 4 years Trust 

Appointed 

5 of 6 Woodnewton employee  St Mary and St Giles C of E 

School 

 

1 family member in 

Trust  

Ben McCann 

 

13.10.2025 4 years  Trust 

Appointed 

N/A None None None 

 

Staff who attend with no voting rights: 

I Parker – Regional Lead 

 

Governors serving in the last 12 months 

Name Date 

appointed 

Date 

stepped 

down 

How 

appointed 

 

Number of AIB 

meetings attended in 

previous year 

Relevant business and pecuniary 

interests 

Other governing body 

membership(s) 

interests 

Personal interests 

Ashleigh 

Nelson 

 

11.12.23 15.09.2025 Staff 

elected 

3 of 6 Employed by IFtL None None 



3 

 

Tess 

McQuade 

28.11.22  10.01.2026 Trust 

Appointed 

 

2 of 6 Headteacher of Priors Hall Priors Hall None 

 

 


